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VISION FOR BEHAVIORtc \l1 "VISION FOR BEHAVIOR
To create and maintain a safe and orderly educational environment for students in school to engage in learning.  
This Code of Conduct provides definitions of behavior infractions.  This Code is in effect in school buildings, on school grounds and at school-sponsored activities.  Students must also follow these rules on the bus/van or Metro bus that brings them to and from school.  Some definitions include examples.  These examples are not intended to be exhaustive lists; that is, the behaviors covered by the definition include - but are not limited to - the examples given.

PURPOSE OF CODE OF CONDUCTtc \l1 "PURPOSE OF CODE OF CONDUCT
· To ensure that every student is continually engaged in appropriate programs of instruction in a safe and orderly environment.

· To provide clear expectations for behavior in the school setting.

· To describe consequences of behavior infractions.

	
CATEGORY I

Possible Suspension


and/or Expulsion
	
CATEGORY II

Mandatory


Suspension/Possible Expulsion
	
CATEGORY III

Mandatory Expulsion

	Cheating/Plagiarism
	Fighting
	Dangerous Weapons

	Disorderly Conduct
	Profanity/Obscenity 

toward staff
	Robbery

	Electronic/Communication Devices
	Stealing/Possession of stolen property
	Starting a Fire

	False Identification
	Violent disorderly conduct
	Fireworks

	Gambling
	Gang activity
	False fire alarms or bomb report

	Improper driving
	Damaging/Destruction of property
	Physical Assault against staff or students

	Smoking
	Breaking and entering
	Alcohol and Drugs

	Trespassing
	Sexual misconduct
	Extortion

	Unruly conduct
	Harassment/Intimidation
	Sexual assault

	
	Unauthorized & inappropriate use of the Internet
	



DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR CATEGORY I OFFENSEStc \l1 "DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR CATEGORY I OFFENSES
Cheating/Plagiarismtc \l2 "Cheating/Plagiarism
Students must do their own work.  Students must not use, submit or attempt to obtain data or answers dishonestly or by deceit.  Examples include: falsification and copying word for word from books, research materials, or from other students.
Disorderly Conducttc \l2 "Disorderly Conduct
Students are expected to follow school-wide behavior expectations and classroom rules.  Students must not interrupt the learning of others or disrupt the school.  Examples include: talking, making noises, throwing objects or horseplay in the classroom.
Electronic/Communication Devicestc \l2 "Electronic/Communication Devices
Such devices as cell phones or messaging devices must not be seen or heard during the school day.  All other electronic devices require the permission of the teacher or staff member regarding their usage in their work space.  
False Identificationtc \l2 "False Identification
Students must be honest and cannot sign or give a name other than their own for any purpose.
Gamblingtc \l2 "Gambling
Students must not play games of cards, chance or dice for money or other items except at school sponsored activities.
Improper Drivingtc \l2 "Improper Driving
Students must obey the law if they drive to school and park in designated areas.
Smokingtc \l2 "Smoking
Students must not smoke or use any tobacco product at school or at any school-sponsored activity.
Trespassingtc \l2 "Trespassing
Students must stay in designated areas of school to which they have been assigned.  Students under suspension or expulsion or removal may not return to school without permission of the Superintendent and accompanied by a parent and/or school administrator.
Unruly Conducttc \l2 "Unruly Conduct
Students are expected to follow school-wide behavior expectations and classroom rules.  Students must not interrupt the learning of others or disrupt the school.  Examples include: if a student causes a disruption in the classroom by talking, making noises, throwing objects or horseplay.

DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR CATEGORY II OFFENSEStc \l1 "DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR CATEGORY II OFFENSES
Fightingtc \l2 "Fighting
Conflicts must be resolved peacefully.  Students must not physically fight with another person.  Fighting includes hitting, pushing, shoving, tripping and other physical contact.
Profanity/Obscenitytc \l2 "Profanity/Obscenity Toward Staff
Students must use appropriate language and may not use obscene gestures.

Stealing/Possession of Stolen Propertytc \l2 "Stealing/Possession of Stolen Property
Students cannot use another’s belongings without explicit permission from owner.  Students must not possess any item they know, or have reason to know, is stolen.
Violent Disorderly Conducttc \l2 "Violent Disorderly Conduct
Violence and threats of violence, force, bodily harm and intimidation are disruptive and may not be used against staff or students.
Gang Activitytc \l2 "Gang Activity
Students must not participate in gang activities.  Gangs are defined as groups of two or more who organize for the purpose of activities that threaten the safety of the general public and/or interfere with the school’s mission.  
Gang activities include: wearing or displaying clothing, jewelry, colors or insignia identifying the student as a gang member or gang supporter.
Use of words or gestures that identify the student as a gang member or gang supporter.
Recruiting gang members.
Damaging/Destruction of Propertytc \l2 "Damaging/Destruction of Property
Students must respect and take care of school property.  Students must not damage or destroy school property or property of another.  Examples include: writing in school textbooks, and damaging desks or computer systems.
Breaking and Enteringtc \l2 "Breaking and Entering
Students must stay out of locked or private areas.  Examples include: lockers of others, science labs and supply cabinets.

Sexual Misconducttc \l2 "Sexual Misconduct
Students must respect the privacy of others and cannot touch or make reference to their private parts or those of another, including touching of a sexual nature.
Harassment/Intimidationtc \l2 "Harassment/Intimidation
All communication in school must be conducted with respect.  Students must not use words, gestures, drawings, or anything else to intimidate, harass or threaten another based on race, religious belief, gender, nationality, disability or sexual orientation.
Unauthorized and Inappropriate Use of the Internet
All use of the Internet must be authorized by a PACE faculty member.  Students must not use the Internet to connect to inappropriate sites, including but not limited to, pornography, gambling and shopping.



DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR CATEGORY III OFFENSEStc \l1 "DEFINITION OF TERMS FOR CATEGORY III OFFENSES
Dangerous Weaponstc \l2 "Dangerous Weapons
Students must keep dangerous objects out of school.  These include: firearms, knives, chemical mace, stun guns, razors, box cutters, or any other items that can be considered a weapon or used as a weapon.  School supplies, like scissors, pens, etc., must not be used as weapons.

Note:
Federal and state law require expulsion for one calendar year of a student for bringing a gun to school property or to a school-sponsored event.

Robberytc \l2 "Robbery
Students must not take another’s property or attempt to do so by force or threat of force.

Starting a Fire/Arsontc \l2 "Starting a Fire/Arson
Students must not start or help to start a fire or set off or possess any explosive device on school property or at school-sponsored events.
Fireworkstc \l2 "Fireworks
Students must not set off or possess any fireworks or other explosive device on school property or at school-sponsored activities.

False Fire Alarms or Bomb Reportstc \l2 "False Fire Alarms or Bomb Reports
Students must not set off fire alarm unless there is an emergency and must not damage or destroy or tamper with fire alarm.  Students must not make bomb threats - either verbal or written - against any school building.
Physical Assaulttc \l2 "Physical Assault
Students must not physically attack another.  Unprovoked hitting and shoving or throwing objects at another with intent to cause physical pain or harm is a physical assault.

Alcohol and Drugstc \l2 "Alcohol and Drugs
Students must not bring alcohol or drugs to school or school activities.  Students must not use, be under the influence of, or buy or sell alcohol or drugs - including look alike substances or substances represented to be alcohol or drugs.

Students must have a parent’s and an administrator’s permission to bring prescribed or over-the-counter medications to school and access it.

Extortiontc \l2 "Extortion
Extortion means using threats or force to get money or a promise from another person.  This is not allowed.

Sexual Assaulttc \l2 "Sexual Assault
Students must not sexually attack or abuse another.


STUDENT SUSPENSION

 For Category I offenses, suspension is possible.  For Category II offenses, suspension is mandatory.  For Category I offenses, the Superintendent/Principal may consider other factors, including student’s discipline record.  No period of suspension is for more than 10 school days.  Suspensions may extend beyond the current school year if, at the time a suspension is imposed, fewer than 10 days remain in the school year.  The Superintendent may apply any or all of the period of suspension to the following year.

Students are encouraged to obtain their assignments and complete their work during suspensions.  Those that do so will receive excused absences; however, students will not receive credit for grades for the work completed.

The guidelines listed below are followed for all suspensions:

1. The student is informed in writing of the potential suspension and the 

reasons for the proposed action.

2. The student is provided an opportunity for an informal hearing to 

challenge the reason for the intended suspension and explain his/her 

actions.

3. An attempt is made to notify the parent(s) by telephone if a suspension 

is issued.

4. A letter is sent to the parent(s) stating the specific reasons for the 

suspension and including notice of the right to appeal such action.

5. Permanent Exclusion - If the offense is one for which the District 

may seek permanent exclusion, the notice contains that information.

Appeal Procedure
Should a student or a student’s parent(s) choose to appeal the suspension, he/she must do so in writing within 10 days of the notice of suspension.  All witnesses are sworn and a verbatim record is kept of the hearing which may be held in executive session at the request of the student or his/her parent(s).  The student may be excluded from school during the appeal process.

Appeal to the Court

Under Ohio law, appeal of the Board’s or its designee’s decision may be made to the Court of Common Pleas.


STUDENT EXPULSION

A student may be expelled for a Category II offense.  Expulsion is mandatory for a Category III offense.  Actions meriting expulsion are outlined in the student code of conduct.  Only the Superintendent may expel a student.  Expulsion is the removal of a student for more than 10 days, but not more than one year.  An expulsion can extend beyond the end of the school year if there are fewer school days than expulsion days remaining.  The Superintendent may apply any remaining part or all of the period of the expulsion to the following school year.

The Superintendent shall give the student and parent(s) written notice of the expulsion, including reason for the expulsion.  Upon written request, the student and parent(s) shall have the opportunity to appear before the Superintendent/designee to challenge the action or to otherwise explain the student’s actions.

Within 24 hours of the expulsion, the Superintendent shall notify the parent(s) of the student.  The notice shall include the reasons for the expulsion, the right of the student or parent(s) to appeal to the Board or its designee, the right to be represented at the appeal and the right to request that the hearing be held in executive session.

The Superintendent will initiate expulsion proceedings against a student who has committed an act that warrants expulsion even if the student withdraws from school before the Superintendent has held the hearing or made the decision to expel the student.

Permanent Exclusion

If the offense is one for which the school may seek permanent exclusion, the notice shall contain that information.

Appeal to the Board
A student or a student’s parent(s) may appeal the expulsion by the Superintendent to the Board or its designee.  They may be represented in all such appeal proceedings and are granted a hearing before the Board or its designee.  All witnesses are sworn and a verbatim record is kept of the hearing which may be held in executive session at the request of the student or parent(s).  The student may be excluded from school during the appeal process.

Appeal to the Court

Under Ohio law, the decision of the Board may be further appealed to the Court of Common Pleas.

Any student who is expelled from school for more than 20 days, or into the following trimester or school year, is referred to an agency which works towards improving the student’s attitudes and behavior.  The Superintendent provides the student and his/her parent(s) with the names, addresses and telephone numbers of the public and private agencies providing such services.


EMERGENCY REMOVAL OF STUDENT

If a student’s presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or an ongoing threat of disrupting the academic process, the Superintendent/principal or assistant principal, or personnel employed to direct, supervise or coach a student activity program may remove the student from the premises.  Reasonable steps will be taken to assist with supervision of the student in the event that a parent cannot be reached.

Written notice of the hearing and the reason for removal and any intended disciplinary action is given to the student as soon as practicable.  The student has the opportunity to appear at an informal hearing before the principal, assistant principal and Superintendent/designee and has the right to challenge the reasons for the removal or otherwise explain his/her actions.  The person who ordered or requested the removal is present at the hearing.  Within one school day of the decision to suspend, written notification is given to the parent(s) of the student.  This notice includes the reasons for the suspension and the right of the student or parent(s) to appeal to the Superintendent/designee.

If the Superintendent or principal reinstates a student prior to the hearing for emergency removal, the teacher may request, and is given, written reasons for the reinstatement.  The teacher cannot refuse to reinstate the student.

In an emergency removal, a student can be kept from class until the matter of the alleged misconduct is disposed of either by reinstatement, suspension or expulsion.

In all cases of normal disciplinary procedures in which a student is removed from a curricular or extracurricular activity for less than 24 hours and is not subject to further suspension or expulsion, due process requirements do not apply in these instances.
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